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Proudest Professional Moment So Far: Being promoted to a developmental supervisor. This is one step

forward in gaining experience for when I become a BCBA. Aside from the general gratification of the job,

the people who taught me all about the science of ABA were a big reason why I stuck with the field. I am

now able to teach others about the field and hopefully make an impact, much like those in my past have

made an impact on me.

Jobs, internships, and experiences I am proud of…

When I graduated from ECHS I had every intention of going to school

and becoming a counselor for individuals struggling with drug

addiction. I changed my mind in college and pointed my interests

toward marriage counseling. After I graduated, I was lost on what to

do in my field with only a bachelors (psychology typically requires a

masters or doctorate for most major fields). My friend introduced me

to ABA after she started working for a company in Myrtle Beach. I

already had a history volunteering with Special Olympics, so I thought

it would be an easy-in and a great opportunity to build my experience.

ABA is typically geared toward individuals with an Autism Spectrum

Disorder diagnosis. I quickly fell in love with the work I was doing

and completely changed my career path. Seeing the difference I made

in the kids I worked with was enough for me. I was a part of a team

that helped kids communicate, learn, cope, play, and so so so much

more. I was registered as an RBT as soon as I could be, and a year

later I was enrolled in grad school. I’m currently working with an

amazing company and am a developmental supervisor, meaning I get

to train new hires and teach them about the field.

My advice for those who want to enter my career field…You can

have a degree in anything, but it helps to have degrees in special

education, psychology, or behavioral science. You can become an

RBT right out of high school (it’s a minimum of a high school

diploma with the experience hours on top, plus an exam) so start

now and gain as much experience as you can. Hours are super

flexible for an RBT, so you can manage school and work easily.

The field is constantly growing, so don’t worry about finding the

right job; worry about finding the right company (the job can be

emotionally taxing--make sure you’re working for someone who

works towards employee satisfaction). Lastly, take it easy. There’s

no need to rush anything. It’s a very self-paced career so take your

time if you need to.

The most important thing I learned while at Early College

was….The financial literacy project taught me a lot. You think you’re

ready for the real world, but that put a big perspective on things and

definitely sticks with me to this day in terms of being able to budget.

How did Early College prepare you for your current career…

I was pushed to pick a career that would be beneficial to me. Not

only that, but something that I would love. I was able to take a

psychology class at Tech to dip my toes into what I thought I

wanted, and it was a great opportunity. I was able to take a glimpse

of what I was getting into and it convinced me I was on the right

path.


